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RESCUE
Charlestown | Indiana

The title of this article happens to be 
the name of an exotic animal facil-
ity located in Charlestown, Indiana.  
Ironically, it also describes the desper-

ate state many animals were in when state offi-
cials contacted our Sanctuary for help.  

“Wildlife In Need” summed it all up, as dozens 
of state law enforcement and animal welfare 
agencies descended on this particular facility 
in early September.  They were responding to a 
court ordered confiscation, which came about 
after the facility owner, Tim Stark, failed to 
adhere to a previous court order preventing him 
from buying and selling more animals.  

As the owner of Wildlife In Need, Stark is 
one of many narcissistic characters featured in 
the Netflix true crime documentary known as 
Tiger King.  Tim Stark, along with Joe Exotic, 
Doc Antle and others were featured in the TV 
special due to the high profile nature of their 
businesses.

Each of their business models centered around 
Tiger cub petting and other forms of exotic cub 
exploitation.  All of these men were report-
edly making hundreds of thousands of dollars 
a month off of the breeding, selling and public 
interaction with endangered baby animals.

As a result, the TV documentary brought this 
terrible issue front and center to more than 60 
million viewers.  Thankfully, the documentary 
created such a stir that a number of animal wel-
fare and law enforcement agencies began their 
own investigations.  

With so many people now clamoring to see and 
learn more about this insane world of exotic 

WILDLIFE IN NEED
animal breeders, many government agencies 
were able to get the green light to prosecute 
people like Tim Stark.

Having hundreds of animals including Lions, 
Tigers, Bears, Wolves, Otters, Monkeys, 
Leopards, Mountain Lions, Owls, Vultures, Wild 
Hogs, Binturongs, Genets, Sloths, Pine Martens, 
Baboons, Lemurs, Porcupines, Zebras, Skunks, 
Coyotes, Fox and many other species of animals, 
Tim Stark was stuffing animals in tiny cages on 
just three acres of his land.

Like Joe Exotic and Doc Antle, Tim would make 
the majority of his money by charging people to 
come sit, take selfies and play with exotic baby 
animals.  Beyond that, he was breeding and sell-
ing babies all over the country illegally.  

The USDA had revoked Stark’s license in 
February of this year, but he appealed the mo-
tion and was allowed to continue operations in 
the meantime.  Days later, the Indiana Attorney 
General filed suit to shut down the entire facil-
ity, claiming the animals in Stark’s care were 
living in deplorable conditions and needed to 
be removed.  The AG lawsuit sought to liqui-
date Wildlife 
in Need’s as-
sets and prevent 
Stark from ever 
owning animals 
again.

Though the at-
torney general’s 
lawsuit has not 
been ruled on, 
in June, an 
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PETA had also filed their own 
lawsuit, which accused Stark 
of violating the Endangered 

Species Act, but their suit per-
tained only to the Lions, Tigers 
and other big cats.  Stark was 
notorious for cross breeding 
Lions and Tigers, as well as 

other species, which invariably 
produced a number of mutant 

offspring.  Unfortunately, Stark’s 
sacrilegious actions ended up 
causing many of these animals 

to suffer from genetic mal-
formations and other related 

issues.
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emergency station in the case 
was filed to prevent Stark from 
bringing new animals into the 
Charlestown facility.  Stark al-
legedly failed to report the May 
death of a lioness in his care, 
prompting the motion.

Ultimately, the Indianapolis 
Zoo was appointed by the court 
to seize and place all of the 
animals associated with the 
state’s case - while PETA was 
given the task of placing the 
big cats.  In all, there were well 

over a hundred exotic 
animals, with at least two 
dozen of those being the 
big cats.

Our Sanctuary was 
contacted by both the 
Indianapolis Zoo and 
PETA in order to help 
animals from both court 
cases.  The zoo needed 
us to rescue and rehome 
two Grizzly Bears, while 
PETA requested we rescue 
17 of the big cats.

However, there was 
definitely a major issue 
looming when it came to 

accessing the facility, as the 
zoo was going to require four 
days to load out the myriad of 
animals related to their case.  
This would require PETA and 
the two sanctuaries they had 
lined up (us and another one 
from Arkansas), to wait and 
come in after the zoo complet-
ed its work.

Since we were involved in 
both cases it was better for us 
to arrive on the last day of the 
zoo’s load-out.  Thankfully, the 
zoo agreed we could come on 
Thursday – which was their last 
day on the property – and then 
we could come back the next 
morning on Friday to get the 
cats loaded.

When we arrived, it was pretty 
insane to see all of the dozens 
and dozens of people that were 
being utilized during the state’s 
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load-out process.  People, ani-
mal crates and machinery were 
going in all directions, while 
oceans of law enforcement 
personnel were spread every-
where in an attempt to provide 
protection.

Tim Stark had made endless 
threats leading up to the day 
when animals were set to be 
removed, so there were Indiana 
State Police and county sher-
iffs there to protect everyone 
involved.  Stark had even made 
promises to wire the cages with 
explosives, so he was ordered 
by the court to remain off the 
property and be more than a 
mile away each of the four days 
the zoo was scheduled to be 
there.

Yet, Tim chose to disobey the 
order and sat at the end of his 
driveway giving 
one media inter-
view after another 
all day.  At night, 
he was allowed to 
return to the facil-
ity, but it didn’t 
take long before 
that turned into a 
major mistake.

By the second 
night of the sei-
zures, Stark began 
to illegally move 
animals off the 
property and hide 
them in the sur-
rounding woods.  

He was purposely trying to 
thwart the court’s order – just 
so he could sell the animals 
– which were reported to be 
worth more than $160,000.

However, Stark did nothing 
to protect the animals he was 
hiding and left them locked 
in the back end of a box truck 
that had no ventilation or air 
conditioning.  The daytime 
temperatures were set to be in 
the mid-eighties, which would 
have brought the temperature 
inside the truck to over 100 
degrees if left unattended.

Thankfully, the truck was 
discovered and reported to law 
enforcement.  The court now 
realized he needed to be put 
in jail in order to truly protect 
the animals and everyone else 
involved.

Of course, just as soon as the 
judge issued the order for his 
arrest, Stark went on the run.  

Instead of behaving himself, or 
admitting he was wrong, Tim 
Stark became a hunted fugi-
tive and spent the next few 
weeks hiding from authorities.  
Thankfully, weeks after all the 

animals had been 
removed, Stark 
was finally ar-
rested.  He was 
found hiding at 
a bed and break-
fast somewhere in 
rural upstate New 
York.

When we arrived 
on Thursday, 
September 17th, 
we were just there 
to drop off two 
cages to be used 
for transporting 
the Bears.  The 
Indianapolis Zoo 
had decided it 

Tim Stark
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would be better if they tran-
quilized the Bears and loaded 
them, since there was also a 
Black Bear living in the same 
cage as the two Grizzlies.  

They wanted us to hold off and 
wait until they were ready to 
load all three Bears at the same 
time.  It turns out the cage the 
Bears were living in was full of 
weeds that were over five feet 
tall.

Most of the time no 
one was able to see 
the Bears, and only 
caught glimpses of 
them when one would 
stand up in the middle 
of the tall weeds.  To 
help ease the timing 
and challenge of sedat-
ing the Bears, the zoo 
graciously offered to 
take over the sedation 
process and transport the two 
Grizzlies back to our Sanctuary 
in Colorado.

With a full day of cat loading 
ahead of us, and us not wanting 
the Bears to wait in transport 
cages, we accepted the zoo’s 
generous offer.  By the end of 
the day as the light was begin-
ning to dwindle, all four Bears 
were tranquilized and loaded, 
and the two Grizzlies began 
heading to Colorado.

On Friday morning we were 
able to tour the facility before 
unloading our cages.  Nearly 
all of the cats were Lion/Tiger 

crosses, but there were also 
some Tabby Tigers.  “Tabby” 
or “Golden” Tigers are re-
ally just a color form and not 
a separate subspecies.  Known 
for their blonde or pale-
golden color and red-brown 
(not black) stripes, the golden 
tiger coloring comes from a 
recessive trait referred to as 
“wideband” which affects the 
production of black during the 
hair growth cycle. 

Breeders like Tim Stark and Joe Exotic 
purposely paired unrelated species of 

cats in order to create hybrids such 
as Ligers, Tigons, Liligers, Tiligers and 
Tabbies.  They did this because thou-
sands of “regular” Tigers already exist 
in the United States.  Ironically, a large 
portion of this surplus came from their 

own excessive breeding. 

Instead of being difficult to 
place after they had grown 
too large for cub petting op-
erations, these new hybrids 
were becoming more desirable 
and easier to sell due to their 
unique appearance.  

Although Stark had an exten-
sive stable of hybrids, there 
was one pair of African Lions 
on site.  They were both full 
grown adults and the female 
was thought to have recently 
given birth.  

On paper, PETA had divided 
all of the cats into two groups 
so that each sanctuary would 
know which cats they were 

going to take.  However, lead-
ing up to the actual date of the 
rescue, the list kept getting 
changed at the request of the 
other sanctuary.  

Like all of the rescues we go 
on that involve other entities, 
we always end up taking the 
animals others do not want.  In 
this case, the other entity went 
back and forth until they got 
the cats they felt would fit their 

best interests.

It turned out the male 
Lion that had shut 
down days before was 
named “Chief” and he 
was one of the cats the 
other sanctuary asked 
for.  He looked to be 
in pretty bad shape, so 
our rescue team decid-
ed to stop all of their 
movements and trailer-

unloading activities.  They did 
this to give the other sanctu-
ary team a chance to assess the 
Lion - as well as formulate a 
plan to get him loaded in a safe 
and less stressful manner.

Apparently, the male Lion had 
been more or less shut down 
for the past week due to all of 
the new people coming and 
going from the compound.  No 
one knew if he had been eating 
or drinking since he was lay-
ing on a strip of concrete at the 
back of the cage with his head 
tucked down between his legs.  

Wildlife In Need Cont’d
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When the other sanctuary’s 
leaders went over to assess his 
condition, they could see he 
was emaciated and in very poor 
shape.  All of his ribs and ver-
tebrae were clearly visible, and 
his short tan body hair along 
with his mane were dull, dry 
and matted.  

It was obvious to everyone 
that it took much longer than a 
week to reach that state, so he 
might have something else go-
ing on.  As their team talked to 
him and tried to get a response, 
he remained frozen in a nearly 
lifeless manner.

After a few minutes, their team 
leader came over to Pat Craig 
and asked him for advice.  
They wanted Pat to assess the 
Lion and see what he thought 
would work best to revive the 
Lion, as they didn’t want to 
tranquilize him for fear of him 
dying.

Pat went over to the Lion and 
could easily see he was com-
pletely shut down and un-
responsive to any noises or 
movement next to him.  Pat 
told the other team leader he 
recommended giving the male 
at least two liters of fluids with 
dextrose included through a 
sub cutaneous drip line - which 
would help offset some of his 
dehydration issues and also 
give him a little energy (so he 
would hopefully get up and 
begin moving around).

While they were busy getting 
the fluids ready, Pat got down 
next to the Lion (outside the 
cage fencing) and began to talk 
“Lion talk”.  As he did, he also 
began to gently rub the Lion’s 
back through the fence.

The low tones with specific 
inflections that Pat issued 
began to work and within 30 
seconds the male Lion picked 
up his head and began rubbing 
it against the fence.  In turn, 
Pat did the same and the two 
of them continued to communi-
cate while rubbing heads.

At this point, the male Lion 
knew there was someone there 
that understood his predica-
ment and was able to connect 
with him on a one-to-one basis.  
Pat understood how critical 
this introduction was and how 
it helped reassure the Lion 
that everyone there had good 
intentions.

Once the fluids had been 
transferred under his skin, the 
Lion’s body quickly absorbed 
the much needed energy.   
Within a few minutes he was 
able to stand and begin to walk 
around his small, barren cage.

Sadly, the male was somewhat 
forced to walk on the concrete 
edging that was located around 
the inner perimeter of his cage.  
Similar to most all of the cages 
at this facility, which were 
approximately 900 square feet 
in size, the inner ground area 

of each cage was covered with 
extremely rough gravel.  

We assume this was done to 
prevent the dirt areas from 
becoming muddy during wet 
times of the year (which is 
pretty much all the time in 
Indiana).  Unfortunately for all 
the animals, the jagged rocks 
and rough gravel were extreme-
ly abrasive and incredibly hard 
to constantly walk on.  Rather 
than utilizing smooth river rock 
or possibly elevating the cages, 
it was obvious Stark had cho-
sen to use the rough material to 
make his job of maintaining the 
pens easier. 

More concerning was the fact 
that many of the animals liv-
ing in those cages had ingested 
rocks while eating.  Some had 
been seen accidently dropping 
pieces of meat on the ground, 
and then pick them up again, 
only to find they were covered 
in gravel.  Ostensibly, at least 
one of the animals had died as 
a result of rocks accumulating 
in its digestive system.

At this point, our team decided 
it was safe to begin moving 
our own transport cages and 
start loading 13 of the Lion/
Tiger/Hybrids that were on our 
list.  They began with a very 
small female white Tiger that 
was living in a tiny cage with a 
thin, but very tall, female white 
Lion.

Wildlife In Need Cont’d
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Both were young and very 
eager to get out of there.  The 
white Tiger still had black 
stripes and many other clas-
sic Tiger markings, so she was 
probably not a hybrid, but she 
did have crossed eyes and other 
potential hybrid issues.  

The female Lion was definitely 
more exotic looking, as she 
was tall for her age and sport-
ing a unique white/cream color 
variation.  With the enticement 
of some fresh meat, both girls 
loaded very quickly.

The next big cat to load hap-
pened to be in the cage that 
was adjacent to the two girls 
the team had just loaded.  He 
was a large male Liliger named 
“Hedabomb”.  A Liger is the 
offspring of a male Lion and 
female Tiger... but a Liliger is 
the the offspring of a male Lion 
bred to a female Liger.

His name seemed really odd, 
but was later explained by one 
of the young girls that Stark 

employed as a caretaker to 
mean He-da-Bomb – as in “he 
is the bomb”.  Somehow, when 
he was a cub someone used the 
phrase and it stuck.

In any case, Hedabomb was 
a very large male Liliger that 
had no mane.  He looked like a 
Lion but had Jaguar-like spots 
on his sides and Tiger stripes 
on his tail and in other various 
locations.

He was very hungry and under-
weight, but it became obvious 
after a while that he was going 
to take his time getting loaded 
into the transport cage.  The 
team left the transport cage 
open and secured to his enclo-
sure while they moved on to 
begin working with another set 
of cats.

The next set to load involved 
three juvenile Tiligers that 
had oddly-shaped brownish 
stripes instead of the typical 
black found on pure Tigers.  
They also had very unique spot 

configurations on their heads 
and other parts of their bodies.  
Tiligers are second genera-
tion hybrids that are the result 
of breeding a male Tiger and 
female Liger together.  

Two of them were litter mates, 
but all three were close to the 
same size and relative age.  
They were also starving and 
ready to eat, so the team was 
able to get them into transport 
crates very quickly.

The next two cats to be ad-
dressed were Tigers that lived 
together in a small cage.  Both 
the large white male and dainty 
orange female were also moti-
vated by hunger, so both co-
operated by entering separate 
transport cages without issue.

It was about this time when one 
of the team members realized 
Hedabomb had gone into his 
transport cage, so they quickly 
lowered his door.  Although 
he was disappointed to be 
captured, his attitude changed 
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quickly as the team dispensed 
generous amounts of tender 
meat into the cage.

The next cage had a broad 
spectrum of cats, with four 
completely different felines 
jostling for attention.  One 
was a large male Tabby Tiger, 
which actually seemed to be 
the most normal of the bunch.  
There was also a male Tiliger 
that was much smaller than the 
Tabby and possessed brown 
stripes similar to the trio that 
had been loaded previously.

He seemed to have something 
wrong with his left rear leg, as 
he carried it more often than 
bearing weight on it.  Initial 
indications pointed toward hav-
ing a shorter limb, or possibly 
malformed hip, but only time 
and medical attention would 
uncover what the real underly-
ing issue might be.

The other two cats that com-
pleted the foursome looked like 
African Lions, but had faint 

Tiger stripes on their tails and 
in certain areas of their bod-
ies.  This male and female pair 
were definitely Ligers, as they 
displayed numerous signs of 
genetic confusion.

The male had a half grown 
mane that was sporadically 
placed on his head, neck and 
shoulders, while the female 
was one half the size of a 
normal female Lion.  She also 
seemed to be strangely discon-
nected from the other cats, as 
well as the humans that were 
moving back and forth outside 
her cage.

These two cats were definitely 
the product of cross wired 
genetics and either one could 
serve as the poster child for 
banning genetic manipula-
tion.  Both Tim Stark and Joe 
Exotic’s twisted desire to breed 
differing species was not help-
ing to create anything other 
than a bunch of animals that 
would be forced to suffer with 

both physical and social issues 
for the rest of their lives.

All four cats were calm and 
seemed more than ready to 
leave, so the team chose to 
load the large Tabby Tiger first.  
Next was the scruffy male 
Liger, but his gracious coopera-
tion seemed to bring an end to 
the “easy” loading phase.

Both the tiny female Liger, and 
the Liger with the bad leg, had 
now decided the thought of 
climbing into a transport cage 
was not such a good idea.  The 
team knew these two would 
hold out for quite some time, 
so they decided to gently se-
date them as well. 

Within minutes, both were 
loaded into their transport 
cages and were being reversed 
very quickly.  They were then 
taken to the loading area where 
the rest of the team was getting 
the other cats settled inside two 
of our 50-foot air conditioned 
trailers.  

Wildlife In Need Cont’d
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At that point, two of the team 
members went back to get the 
final Tiger that was being kept 
in a solitary cage located in a 
more remote area of the facil-
ity.  She was also a Tabby Tiger 
and quite friendly.  

However, as much as she tried 
to cooperate, she just couldn’t 
trust the transfer cage enough 
to climb all the way in.  Many 
times she would get her front 
two feet inside the cage, but 
her instincts would then over-
rule her desire to trust and 
force her to back out.

Again, with the help of light 
sedation, she was able to be 
loaded without issue and was 
taken to the trailers to be 
loaded.  She was the last of the 

13 cats we had been assigned 
to remove from this facility - 
but we soon learned that Stark 
had more cats stowed at other 
locations.

It turned out that Tim Stark had 
sold a Liger cub to an unli-
censed person in another town 
somewhere in Indiana.  The 
Indianapolis Zoo officials had 
gone to investigate and found a 
four-month old Liger cub at the 
private residence.

After being confiscated, the 
Liger cub was taken to the 
Indianapolis Zoo for safe keep-
ing.  Once our team was done 
loading at Stark’s facility, they 
headed toward Indianapolis to 
pick up the little girl.

As they were heading down a 
narrow county road towards the 
interstate highway, Tim Stark 
appeared out of nowhere driv-
ing his black pickup truck.  He 
quickly began harassing both of 
our rigs by dodging in and out 
of traffic and crossing multiple 
lanes in a crazed manner.  

He kept brake checking each 
rig as he attempted to take 
pictures with his cell phone - 
which caused him to constantly 
swerve into oncoming traffic.  
Finally, with one last crazy 
gesture, Tim tried to make 
a high speed U-turn, but got 
stuck on the opposite side of 
the road.

The warrant for his arrest was 
still active, but none of the law 

BaBuVa at WIN
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enforcement agencies had been able to catch 
him.  He was definitely getting crazier by the 
day, and we were extremely glad to be leaving 
the area.

As his truck faded into obscurity, our team 
members were able to regain their focus on the 
little Liger cub that was waiting at the zoo.  She 
had been nothing but a tiny pawn in Stark’s 
quest for money and fame - but from this point 
forward - she would be well cared for and treat-
ed with the greatest amount of respect.

At four-plus months of age, she should have 
been consuming both milk and meat, but the 
man who had her was giving her only goat’s 
milk.  As the zoo officials cared for her while 
waiting for our team to arrive, they provided her 
with a proper blend of raw meats that she need-
ed in addition to her milk.

Like a human 
baby that has finally 
started eating solid 
baby foods, this new addi-
tion of protein accelerated her 
appetite greatly.  In honor of her being born in 
the state of Indiana and also being rescued by 
the Indianapolis Zoo, our team decided to name 
her “Indi” (in-dee).

With thirteen big cats faring very well inside our 
temperature controlled rescue trailers, and Indi 
safely positioned in the back seat of one of the 
rescue trucks, our team began their long journey 
back to Colorado.  

Thankfully, these 14 animals, along with 
the other eight that went to a Sanctuary in 
Arkansas, would soon be living in far better 
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accommodations.  No longer 
would they be forced to live 
and walk on jagged rocks, nor 
would they be subjected to 
small barren enclosures.

Once they reached our 
Sanctuary in Keenesburg, the 
13 big cats went directly into 
newly constructed habitats 
where temporary introduction 
cages were waiting.  There, 
each precious creature would 
be allowed time to get used to 
their new home and gain the 
confidence needed to fully en-
joy their newfound freedom.

Of course, prior to being re-
leased on a permanent basis, a 
few of the boys needed to have 
their reproductive parts slightly 
altered.  Once that important 

Wildlife In Need Cont’d

task was completed, the entire 
group was ready to be released 
into their respective large acre-
age habitats.

It was amazing to watch as this 
baker’s dozen discovered a new 
life filled with so many fasci-
nating things to enjoy.  Being 
able to walk on grass was 
definitely a new experience for 
all, as was the ability to actu-
ally run without having to stop 
within the first ten feet!

Stalking, chasing and playing 
abounded as each group of cats 
embraced their newly found 
freedom.  Having gained lots 
of energy from the abundant 
food they received during the 
first 10 days of being at the 
Sanctuary, the entire cast was 

much better equipped to re-
spond to a natural desire to run 
and play.

For “Kahari” the male hybrid 
Tiger that had the vastly ap-
parent leg issue, it turns out he 
has issues with both of his rear 
legs, but his left side manifests 
more visibly than the other.  
Apparently, he has excessive 
scar tissue and bone damage in 
both knees which may have re-
sulted from injuries or possible 
genetic malformations when he 
was young.

Dr. Clark, one of the 
Sanctuary’s veterinarians, was 
able to radiograph his legs and 
hips, and also examine many 
other aspects of his current 
health.  Unfortunately, she 

K a h a ri
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concluded there was no way to 
repair the long standing dam-
age that was present.  

However, now that she un-
derstood the root cause of 
his disability, she was able to 
establish a regimen of gentle 
medications that will ease his 
pain and allow his joints to 
move more freely.  Kahari will 
now be more mobile and less 
restricted, and we look for-
ward to helping him live a long 
happy life here with us.  

He, along with “Tabby”, 
“Nafasi” and “Kubwa” will 
continue living together as they 
had previously, but will now 
enjoy a massive natural habi-
tat that we built just for them.  
The three Tiligers, “Adamma”, 
“Amitola” and “Bennett” will 
also live in their own unique 

habitat and continue growing 
while living in a much better 
home than they had before.

“Simon”, the large white Tiger 
that lived with “Fettie” (the 
small orange Tiger), needed to 
be sterilized prior to them be-
ing reunited.  There is a chance 
that Fettie may be pregnant 
since Simon was intact while 
they lived at Stark’s facility.

Of course, we hope that isn’t 
the case, but will keep a close 
eye on her for the next few 
months to be safe.  If she hap-
pens to begin showing signs of 
being pregnant, we will remove 
Simon and monitor her condi-
tion on a daily basis. The aver-
age Tiger gestation period is 
approximately 93-110 days.

“Mako” the small white Tiger 
that was in the tiny cage with 

“Snow Lei” the white/cream 
colored Lion will spend some 
time in their own habitat 
while we continue to evalu-
ate them for better placement.   
Although they are currently 
happy together, they will even-
tually mature and begin to ap-
preciate different lifestyles.

There is a good chance Snow 
Lei might like to live with 
Hedabomb, since the two 
of them are very similar.  
Similarly, Mako would likely 
enjoy living with other Tigers, 
so we will continue to consider 
pairing her with one of the 
other Tiger bachelors we have 
living here.

“BaBuVa”, the Tabby Tiger 
that was kept alone at Stark’s 
facility, will also be considered 
for joining a group, or possibly 
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living with another single 
Tiger.  She might even move to 
the Refuge and live in one of 
the many Tiger habitats located 
there. 

As for “Indi”, the little Liger 
cub, she is currently too small 
and vulnerable to be placed 
with other Lions or Tigers.  
She is currently under the care 
of our veterinary team and also 
has a new foster family.

Small cubs are always a chal-
lenge since they have two areas 
of concern that require special 
attention.  Of course, address-
ing their medical and dietary 
needs is critical, but also ad-
dressing their mental, physical 
and social development is truly 
just as important.

Being able to run, play, stalk 
and wrestle helps develop mus-
cles and very important motor 
skills… while interacting with 
other cubs or family members 
helps them feel protected and 
loved.

Yet, for African Lion cubs, 
there is an added need to devel-
op a sense of hierarchy while 
giving them the chance to grow 
and learn additional aspects of 
pride dynamics.  With Indi be-
ing a Liger (or even potentially 
a Liliger) she possesses a sig-
nificant amount of Lion genet-
ics, and with that would come 
many of the instinctual needs 
and behaviors that are unique 
to Lions.

The million-dollar question is, 
how much Tiger instinct does 
she possess, and how will that 
affect her overall behavior or 
need to adhere to any or all of 
the unique Lion needs?  Only 
time will tell, but given the 
many weeks that Indi has been 
with us, we can safely say she 
definitely has many of the Lion 
instincts already showing.

Hedabomb actually provides 
a good frame of reference, as 
does Nafasi and Kubwa, since 
they are more or less adult ver-
sions of what Indi may turn out 
to be.  Whether she is a first 
generation hybrid, or possibly a 
second generation, it’s hard to 
say while she is so young and 
undeveloped.

At this point, her markings are 
one part of this uncharted road-
map, while the other hinges on 
her behaviors and communi-
cation style.  There are some 
Ligers that chuff like Tigers 
do, while others moan and roar 
like Lions.  Some can even do 
both.

Again, cross breeding these 
animals and messing with 
thousands of years of evolu-
tionary development and vital 
diversity is nothing short of a 
crime.  It’s not fair to the ani-
mals involved, and it leaves us 
having to pay strict attention to 
the smallest of clues so we can 
avoid encouraging suppressed 
or nonexistent bents.

As we continue to care for and 
nurture Indi, it’s extremely 
helpful to have a pseudo family 
or ersatz pride available to her.  
Thankfully, over the decades, 
we have taken advantage of the 
Sanctuary’s resident dogs and 
their highly functional pack.

The Irish Wolf Hounds, 
Bulldogs, Labrador crosses and 
and other various breeds that 
live at the Sanctuary have actu-
ally raised quite a few Lion and 
Tiger cubs over the years and 
have extensive experience in 
this area.

The dogs do a wonderful job 
of nurturing the cub and teach-
ing her all about pack dynam-
ics.  In addition, they run, play, 
chase and wrestle with her on a 
constant basis. 

In just a few short weeks, 
Indi has begun build-
ing significant muscle 

throughout her legs and 
torso and has become 
far more coordinated.  
Her affinity toward the 

dogs was extremely 
clear from the first day 
she met them, and she 
has already begun to 

learn much about pack 
dynamics.

“Marcel” is a small Maltese 
(breed of dog) that weighs a 
mere eight pounds, but also 
happens to be the pack leader, 
or alpha dog.  He is warm 
and loving, but also fearless, 
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and easily bosses around the 
five 150 to 250 pound Irish 
Wolfhounds. 

He immediately formed a bond 
with Indi and has been by her 
side the entire time.  Indi also 
felt a great affinity toward 
Marcel and loves to stalk, 
chase and wrestle with him be-
tween her naps, mealtimes and 
other important distractions 
like sleeping through the night.

However, when it comes to 
having a “mom” or a domi-
nant female in her life, that 
job falls to Monica Craig.  
From the minute Indi arrived, 
Monica has been her one true 
mother figure, as she ate, slept, 
groomed and did absolutely ev-
erything with Indi 24/7 for the 
first two weeks she was here.

Creating that stable relation-
ship was critical for Indi’s most 

recent (and sudden) transition.  
Given she was more-than-likely 
torn from her mother at birth… 
then used in cub petting ritu-
als… and then quickly got sold 
to some guy who tried keeping 
her as his pet… she was quick-
ly losing her sense of stability 
and security.

By the time we picked her up at 
the zoo, it was obvious she felt 
lost and alone.  Everyone at the 
zoo had worked hard to com-
fort and care for her, but they 
knew they wouldn’t have her 
long enough to help with the 
stability and security issues.

Thankfully, we had both the 
staff and resources to fully 
commit to bringing her back 
from the edge.  Having one 
person that could be there day 
and night and never leave her 
side, as well as provide her 

with ample amounts of meat, 
milk, water and lots of love 
made all the difference!

To this day Monica is still with 
her 24/7, but the dogs have 
begun to fill Indi with a sense 
of pride and belonging – which 
is critical for her to be able to 
move forward in her develop-
ment.  Besides all of the great 
life lessons and creative exer-
cise they provide, the dog pack 
will be the key element in tran-
sitioning her to live with other 
Ligers or Lions.

There are some long-time sup-
porters that may remember 
Eddy the Black Leopard’s story 
and how he needed to have hu-
man protection and nurturing in 
the beginning, but then had to 
learn how to become a Leopard 
and live and thrive with other 
Leopards.  By the time Eddy 
turned one-year-old, he had 
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made the transition to becom-
ing a Leopard and living with 
Chloe and Jake.

Our intervention was truly the 
best way to give him the tools 
and confidence he needed to 
live a happy and fulfilling life, 
as a Leopard, and we were 
grateful for the opportunity to 
bridge the gap from living in a 
very unnatural world – to be-
coming a beautiful, happy and 
regal Leopard.

It is the same for Indi, as she 
too needs help in bridging the 
gap, and we are well on our 
way toward meeting that goal.  
Her life has already turned 180 
degrees from the instability and 
chaos that she was forced into 
believing was normal the first 
four months of her life… and 
now she knows there is a whole 
different world that exists 
where everyone fully under-
stands and respects her unique 
needs.

In this new world, she remains 
the center of attention, but now 
no one ever forces her to do 

things she doesn’t want.  No 
more photo shoots; no more 
being passed around in a room 
full of strangers; no more 
lonely nights being locked in a 
tiny cage… and no more be-
ing sold from one person to 
the next like she was a lifeless 
curio shop novelty.

Soon she will begin daily ad-
ventures to meet other Lions or 
Ligers that can show her life 
from their own unique perspec-
tive.  Indi will begin to identify 
with their looks, movements 
and sounds, and will soon 
begin to recognize they are 
kinfolk.

We’ve seen it happen many 
times over the years with other 
rescued cubs so we know how 
the evolution takes place.  
Thankfully, as screwed up as 
her and the other cats’ genetics 
are, many of their key instincts 
remain.

Indi has already made a few 
trips to see some younger 
Lions, and seems completely 
fascinated each time she sees 

one from a safe distance.  She 
also stops whatever she is do-
ing when she is outside playing 
in the tall autumn grass and 
hears a Lion pride roaring in 
the distance.

Seeing her cute round ears 
suddenly perk at the very same 
time her legs instantly freeze 
in place reminds us of her true 
purpose in life.  No matter 
how little and adorable she is 
right now, Indi is a predator at 
heart and will eventually grow 
into a highly efficient killing 
machine.

Evolution created big cats, and 
though some crazy human tried 
to cross wire a few of these 
magnificent creatures, they still 
remain apex predators.  This 
is why we should never expect 
them to be man’s best friend.

As much as Indi and so many 
other cubs we have saved end 
up loving the alternative in-
fanthood we create, they can 
never deny their ultimate desire 
to live a more natural life in 
the wild.  As any parent would 
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desire, this is the one thing that 
makes it all possible and gives 
them the adult life they need 
and deserve.

Although their lives here with 
us will never be the same 
as living in the wild, our 
Sanctuary strives to give ev-
ery rescued animal the clos-
est thing to that.  No matter 
their age, background, medi-
cal condition or psychological 
drawbacks, we work incredibly 
hard to persevere and give each 
animal here the very best life 
possible.

And thanks to you and your 
generous support, we have 
more than 550 majestic crea-
tures that have been saved and 
now live incredible lives within 
large natural habitats!  We 
cannot thank you enough for 
caring and wanting to give each 
one of these animals a second 
chance at life.

On behalf of Indi, Tabby, 
Kahari, Snow Lei, and all the 
other incredible lives we were 
able to save on this rescue, we 
thank you!  Caring for them 

over the next two or three 
decades will take enormous 
amounts of hard work and 
financial resources, but that is 
exactly what we signed up for, 
so we are embracing the re-
sponsibility with the same love 
and dedication we apply to all 
newly rescued animals.

We hope you join us and help 
support these amazing crea-
tures as they begin the final 
chapter in their lives.  With 
your help, we are sure this 

chapter will become the longest 
and very best part of a truly 

epic tome!
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